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Use of Alcohol, Drugs and Other Prohibited Substances

Drugs, Alcohol and Other Prohibited Substances

No pupil shall possess, use, be under the influence of, sell, or transfer any of the following on or about school property, at any location of a school‑sponsored activity, or en route to or from school or a school‑sponsored activity:

1. Alcoholic beverages;

2. Controlled substances, prohibited drugs and substances including synthetic compounds/substances, and drug paraphernalia; and

3. Substances that "look like" a controlled substance. In instances involving look‑alike substances, there must be evidence of the student's intent to pass off the item as a controlled substance.

In addition, students shall not possess prescription drugs for the purpose of sale or distribution.

Definitions

Controlled substance means any substance or immediate precursor listed in Chapter 218A of the Kentucky Revised Statutes or any other substance added by regulation under KRS 218A.010.

Prohibited drugs include, but are not limited to, any substance that an individual may not sell, possess, use, distribute or purchase under Federal or Kentucky law.

Prohibited substances include:

1. All prescription drugs obtained without authorization, and

2. All prohibited substances however taken or used, including but not limited to, inhaling, ingesting, and/or injecting. These include, but are not limited to, prescribed and over-the-counter drugs, prohibited volatile substances as defined in KRS 217.900 or synthetic compounds/substances that are used or intended for use for an abusive and/or intoxicating purpose.

Authorized Medication

Use of a drug authorized by and administered in accordance with a prescription from a physician or dentist shall not be considered in violation of this policy.

Penalty

Violation of this policy shall constitute reason for disciplinary action including suspension or expulsion from school and suspension or dismissal from athletic teams and/or other school‑sponsored activities. 

Reporting

Employees of the District shall promptly make a report to the local police department, sheriff, or Kentucky State Police, by telephone or otherwise, if they know or have reasonable cause to believe that conduct has occurred which constitutes the use, possession, or sale of controlled substances on the school premises or within one thousand (1,000) feet of school premises, on a school bus, or at a school sponsored or sanctioned event. In addition, when they have reasonable belief that a violation has taken place, Principals shall immediately report to law enforcement officials when an act has occurred on school property or at a school-sponsored function that involves student possession of a controlled substance on school property in violation of the law.
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Prevention Program

The Superintendent shall establish a comprehensive and on-going drug‑free/alcohol‑free prevention program for all students which shall include notice to students and parents of the following:

1. The dangers of drug/alcohol/substance abuse in the schools;

2. The District’s policies and related procedures on drug-free/alcohol-free schools;

3. The requirement for mandatory compliance with the District's established standards of conduct, including those that prohibit use of alcohol, drugs and other controlled and prohibited substances;

4. Information about available drug/alcohol counseling programs and available rehabilitation/student assistance programs; and

5. Penalties that may be imposed upon students for violations of this policy.

Student Drug Testing Program
District administrators, coaching staff, and sponsors, along with the District Board of Education, strongly believe that the use and abuse of drugs can:

1. Be detrimental to physical and mental health of students;

2. Seriously interfere with academic, social, and competitive performance of the students;

3. Be extremely dangerous to the student’s teammates, particularly with regards to the participation in competition or practice; and

4. Create an unfair and damaging stigma for those students who do not use and abuse drugs.

Because of the genuine concern for each student participating in extracurricular activities in the District, as well as the obligation to assure that the extracurricular activities programs are operated in the best interest of all who participate, the District is implementing a program of drug education, testing and counseling/rehabilitation to assist and benefit all students.

For the purposes of this policy, student refers to any student in grades 9-12 who participates in extracurricular activities. These include, any athletic program, and for student drivers who will be parking on school property. The District shall randomly test up to ten (10%) percent of the students eligible during the school year.

Students and parents/legal guardians shall be made aware of the drug testing process and the steps and consequences if and when a student tests positive. It is important to maintain accuracy and confidentiality of the test results, including the maintenance of a documented chain of specimen custody to insure the identity and integrity of the sample throughout the collection and testing process.
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Purpose
The purpose of the Drug Testing Program is to aid and assist students. It is not intended to unduly interfere with the student’s private life or to bring hardship, but rather to protect the student’s well being and threat to others who are associated with extracurricular activities in the District. Specific goals of the program are as follows.

1. To reassure students, parents and community that the health and academic progress of each of its students is the primary goal of the District.

2. To develop a drug-free extracurricular activities program and produce students who can serve as role models to influence peers to lead healthy and responsible lives.

3. To prevent drug use and abuse by students of the District.

4. To identify any student who may be using or abusing drugs including synthetic illegal substances, and to determine the identity of the drug or drugs.

5. To educate any student who may be using or abusing drugs including synthetic illegal substances, as to the possible physical and mental effects drug use may have and its possible adverse effects on a team and its members.

6. To provide opportunities for treatment and counseling rehabilitation for any student who is determined to be using or abusing drugs including synthetic illegal substances.

7. To provide reasonable safeguards to help insure that every student in the District is physically competent to participate in extracurricular activities.

8. To remove the stigma of drug use and abuse from those students who do not use or abuse drugs.

No student testing positive, (positive defined as: evidence of tested drugs including synthetic illegal substances in blood system), refusing to test, refusing to cooperate with testing or being in violation of this policy shall be penalized academically. Information, including testing positive, shall not be released to criminal or juvenile authorities absent compulsion by valid state or federal laws. The District shall work with the student and/or his or her parent(s)/legal guardian(s) when there is any violation of this policy and procedures.

Random Testing 

Random drug testing is required for any student participating in extracurricular activities (including athletics) or for student drivers who will be parking on school property. Students and parents/legal guardians are required to sign a student consent/release form before submitting to testing.

The contracting biomedical laboratory shall be approved by the Board and shall conduct drug testing according to nationally accepted standards and procedures.

Testing shall be done only with written consent from the student and the parent(s)/legal guardian(s).
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Substances to be Tested
A 10 Panel test shall be screened by the contracted vendor.
Implementation
The drug testing shall consist of the collection of a urine sample from the student by any assistant(s) from the contracting biomedical laboratory under the supervision of a District representative. Each specimen shall be analyzed for the presence of drugs identified previously in this document, by said contracting agency, which has been approved by the Board.

The laboratory shall report all results to the Medical Review Officer (MRO). The MRO shall be responsible for reviewing the test results of the students and confirming that the individuals testing positive have used drugs including synthetic illegal substances, adulterated the specimen, or substituted the specimen in violation of policy. Prior to making a final decision, the MRO may, at his or her discretion, give the individual an opportunity to discuss the results.

The MRO shall then promptly tell the Principal or Superintendent or designee which student(s) or applicant(s) test positive for drugs including synthetic illegal substances, or adulterants or a substituted specimen. The District shall then schedule a conference between the student and if the student is under the age of eighteen (18), the parent(s)/legal guardian(s) to discuss the positive test results. If a test is positive, the MRO consults with the student and/or if the student is under the age of eighteen (18), the student’s family, parent(s)/legal guardian(s) and gives them an opportunity to supply evidence that there was a justifiable reason for the positive test.
For purposes of this policy, a positive result shall mean a test result, which indicates the presence of one (1) or more of the prohibited substances tested for in the student’s urine sample, adulterated specimen or a substituted specimen. Refusal to produce a specimen shall be considered a positive test. Students and if the student is under the age of eighteen (18), their parent/legal guardian shall be notified when a student tests positive.

Random testing shall be performed throughout the year. 

Request for Retest of Specimen 

Split specimens shall be collected for each drug screen. A student may request a retest of the split specimen within 72 hours of notification of the final test result. Request shall be submitted to the MRO. The student if over the age of eighteen (18), or the student’s parent(s)/legal guardian(s) shall be required to pay the associated cost of the retest in advance, but shall be reimbursed if the result of the retest is negative. 

Release of Test Results

All information, interviews, reports, statements, memoranda, and test results, written or otherwise, received by the District through its drug and alcohol testing program are confidential and cannot be released or disclosed except as follows:

1. As directed by the specific, written consent of the student if over the age of eighteen (18), or the student’s parent(s)/legal guardian(s), authorizing release of the information to an identified person.
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Release of Test Results (continued)

2. To the Principal, Superintendent/designee, athletic director, the head coach of any interscholastic sport in which the student is a team member and/or a drug counselor designated by the Superintendent/designee,

3. To the student’s parent(s)/legal guardian(s) if the student is under eighteen (18) years of age, or, with written consent of the eighteen (18) year old student, or

4. Pursuant of the laws of the Commonwealth of Kentucky or under federal law as ordered by the court of appropriate jurisdiction.

All students shall be required to execute a consent/release form permitting the District to release test results and related information to school officials who have a need to know.

Effects of Positive Results

Re-test refers to a series of one (1) or more tests given after a positive test is reported. More than one (1) test may be used to re-test because of the amount of time needed for the substance to be removed from the body of the student.

Sanctions

First Violation:
1. A student testing positive shall be suspended for the next four (4) program events or the next four (4) two (2) weeks of the season whichever is greater less. Driving privileges shall be denied for the next four (4) weeks of school. Suspension shall begin the date that the results are received. A suspension may carry over to the student’s subsequent participation on another covered activity or to the following season. Any student testing positive shall be included in the next round of school drug testing.  Before reinstatement after the first violation, the student participant must receive an assessment or evaluation for chemical dependency. Prior to readmission to participation in a covered activity or reauthorization to drive, the student must submit to a new drug test administered in accordance with the same procedures utilized for random drug testing. by the Board contracted provider in order to regain eligibility. A positive result shall be treated as a second violation.
2. If a student is reinstated to a covered activity or driving privileges following the first violation, the student’s participation in another activity shall not be restricted solely because of the existence of the first violation. If a student chooses not to seek reinstatement to the activity after a first violation, the student is still required to serve the un-expired portion of the previous suspension. The student must complete all forms required for participation on another extracurricular activity, and the student must submit to a new drug test administered in accordance with the same procedures utilized for random drug testing. A positive result shall be treated as a second violation.
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Sanctions (continued)

Second Violation:
1. For a second violation, the student participant shall be suspended for the next ten (10) covered events or ten (10) weeks of the season whichever is greater in time. Student drivers with a second violation may be denied permission to drive and/or park on school property for the next ten (10) weeks of school. If necessary, the suspension shall carry over to the student’s subsequent participation on another covered activity or to the following season or school-year. Before reinstatement after a second violation, the student participant must successfully complete recommendations that resulted from a chemical dependency assessment as evidenced by a written statement to that effect issued by a treatment counselor. The student must submit to a new drug test administered in accordance with the same procedures utilized for random drug testing. A positive result shall be treated as a third violation.

2. If a student is reinstated to the activity following a second violation, the student’s participation in another activity shall not be restricted solely because of the existence of the second violation. If the student elects not to seek reinstatement to the activity after a second violation, the student is still required to serve the un-expired portion of the previous suspension. The student must complete all forms required for participation on another extracurricular activity. A student serving a suspension for one sport/activity may try out for a second sport or join a second activity if the student provides a negative drug test result from the testing laboratory under contract. If the student is accepted to another covered activity, prior to any participation, the student must serve the unexpired portion of the previous suspension. The student must submit to a new drug test administered in accordance with the same procedures utilized for random drug testing. A positive result shall be treated as a third violation.
Third and Subsequent Violations:
The student participant or driver shall be excluded from participation in any covered activity for one (1) full calendar year. A student who has tested positive a third or subsequent time must submit to voluntary drug testing upon return to participation and will be tested no fewer than two (2) times in the first full calendar year following their return to participation. The student/parents are encouraged to seek drug counseling. If a student under the age of eighteen (18) has tested positive four (4) or more times within a two (2) year period, a neglected child report will be made consistent with the child abuse/neglect reporting statute.
Non-Punitive Nature of Policy
No student shall be penalized academically, nor face any consequences from the Student Code of Conduct for testing positive for illegal drugs. However, if a student violates the Code by being under the influence or in possession of or trafficking in any illegal substance while on school grounds or at school sponsored functions, the student shall be subject to consequences outlined in the Code. The results of drug tests pursuant to this policy shall not be documented in any student’s academic records.
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Appeal Process

If the student is suspended from athletic activities or loses his/her parking privileges, he/she has the right to appeal the decision to the Superintendent within five (5) business days. Then if the student receives an unfavorable decision he/she has the right to appeal the decision to the Board within five (5) business days for a final determination. Although the appeals process is informal, the student shall have the right to have an attorney or other person present, at the student’s own expense, and the right to question witnesses.

Miscellaneous Provisions

If any portion of this policy shall be found to be unconstitutional or illegal, the remainder of the policy shall not be affected thereby and shall remain in full force and effect.

All responsibilities and duties of administration and the District personnel named herein shall be deemed discretionary acts.
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